
1Rhode Island Statewide Task Force To Address Adult Sexual Assault

Sexual
Assault
FAQs

Presented by the

R.I. Statewide Task Force to 
Address  Adult Sexual Assault



3Rhode Island Statewide Task Force To Address Adult Sexual Assault

Table of Contents

FAQs

Resource Section

 Law Enforcement

 Counseling

 Other

 Hospitals

 Police Departments

 Colleges & Universities

 National

5

39

39

40

41

43

44

48

50



Sexual Assault FAQ4 5Rhode Island Statewide Task Force To Address Adult Sexual Assault

These FAQs are a result of a collaboration between 
stakeholders from across the State of Rhode Island to 
address adult sexual assault. These FAQs are written to 
provide helpful information for adult victims of sexual 

to certain populations of adults (i.e., college students), 
most of the information contained herein is applicable 
to all adults, including elders. These FAQs are provided 
for general information only and do not constitute legal 
advice. For more detailed information, please contact 
the agencies or institutions listed in the Resource 
Section of these FAQs. 
  

Adult Victims of 
Sexual Assault: 

Answers to 
Frequently Asked 
Questions 

F
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What is sexual 
assault?

Under Rhode Island law, sexual assault includes sexual 
penetration or sexual contact that occurs when one or more 
of the following is true: 

 

For the exact language of the statute see R.I. General Laws 
Chapter 11-37.

sexual assault.  For more information, you should contact 
the college or university listed in the Resource Section of 
these FAQs.

the accused, not being the spouse, knows or has reason 
to know that the victim is mentally incapacitated, 
mentally disabled, or physically helpless; 
the accused uses force or coercion; 
the accused, through concealment or by the element of 
surprise, is able to overcome the victim; or 
the accused engages in the medical treatment or 
examination of the victim for the purpose of sexual 

1.

2.
3.

4.
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QI am the victim of 
sexual assault.  
How do I file a 
police report? 

Sexual Assault FAQ8

If the sexual assault just happened, or you are in 
danger, call 911.  The operator will contact your local 
police department.  If you want to make a complaint, 
but you are not in danger, or if the sexual assault 
occurred in the past, you can call your local or state 
police.  

You can also go to the police department or call and 

document the sexual assault. Reports to the police 
must be made in person.  Additionally, you can contact 
Day One  and Day One can connect you with the police.  
Law Enforcement Advocates and Day One advocacy 
coordinators are available to support you throughout 
the process.  If you are receiving treatment at a 
hospital, the hospital can assist you with contacting 
the police and also contacting a Day One advocate.

If you are a college or university student, you may 
follow the same process as explained above.  If you 
report to your campus security department, you 
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should not assume that you have made a “complaint” 
to the police.  Campus security are not always sworn 

an individual with having committed a crime.  If you 

assistance of campus security, ask them to contact the 
local or state police for you or call yourself. In order to 

you. 

If you are 60 years of age or older, the Division of 

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs for 
contact information for your local and state police, 
Day One, colleges and universities, and for the other 
organizations and agencies referenced above.
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police talk to me? 
Will they come to 
my residence? 
The police will come to your residence if you ask them 
to, but you will likely be required to go to the police 
station at some point so they can take your statement.  
You can bring a support person with you to the police 
station, including an advocate from Day One. 

If you are being treated at a hospital, the police will 
likely take your initial complaint at the hospital and 
may require a follow-up interview with you at the 
police station in the future.

If you are a college student, the police may come to 
your campus to take your initial report, and may require 
a follow-up interview with you at the police station in 
the future.

If you are 60 years of age or older and homebound or 

can arrange for police to come to your home to take a 

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs for 
contact information for the organizations and agencies 
referenced above.

Sexual Assault FAQ10
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If I file a police report, 
who will I have to talk to? 
Will it be someone who is 
trained to handle crimes 
related to sexual assault?  

The initial report may be taken by a uniformed 

trained to handle crimes related to sexual assault.  
However, the report will then be forwarded to a 
detective who is trained to handle sexual assault 
investigations. Most police departments have 

complaints; or, at the very least, most police 
departments have an experienced detective on at 
all times. Additionally, Day One has trained and 
experienced advocates who can assist you. 

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs for 
contact information for your local and state police 
and Day One.

Rhode Island Statewide Task Force To Address Adult Sexual Assault 11
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QAre the police required to 
provide information about 
my report if requested by 
the public, including the 
news media? 

If a report is made to the police and an arrest 
is made, the information about the individual 

the court, will become a matter of public record in 
accordance with Rhode Island law.  Additionally, 

your name will become part of the public record.  
Generally, newspapers and media outlets will not 
publish a sexual assault victim’s name; however, 
they are not legally prohibited from doing so.  
This information will most likely be immediately 
available.  It is important, however, that this does 
not deter you from seeking immediate medical 
treatment and taking other steps to collect 

in the future, the evidence will be available.  Day 
One advocates are available to support you as you 
consider all of your options.

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs for 
contact information for Day One.

Sexual Assault FAQ12
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Will my parents find out if 
I file a police report?

I want to report someone, 
but don’t want to file a 
report.  Can I do that? 

report is over 18 years of age. If your parents were 
to check court records, or make a request for access 
to public records to the police department, they 
may be able to locate your name. It is important to 
note, however, if one were searching court records 
for a victim’s name, they would generally have to 
know the suspect’s name in order to obtain victim 
information.

This is a common question asked when a victim 
of sexual assault would like to learn more about 

assault.  The answer is yes; you will not be forced or 
obligated to report if you are not willing to report.  
However, under R.I. General Laws, in order to 
arrest a person for sexual assault, there needs to be 
a signed complaint from the victim.  Accordingly, 
if you do not want to sign or go forward with the 
complaint, the police will most likely not take 
any action, but they can record the identity of the 
suspect in their records.

6
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QI’m not sure I want to file 
a police report; will it be 
too late if I decide to file 
one at a later date?

personal choice. Persons often make this decision 
based on the circumstances surrounding the 
incident and the circumstances in their life at the 
time of the incident. Some persons discover that 
participating in a proceeding to hold the accused 
accountable helps them to regain some measure 
of control lost due to the assault, and to protect 
themselves and others from future harm. The 
sooner you report to the police, the better, because 
it will be easier to preserve evidence, interview 
witnesses, retrieve digital and video surveillance, 
and gather other relevant information.  While it 

a report at a later date, the delay in reporting may 
have an impact on law enforcement’s ability to 
fully investigate and to take appropriate action 
based on that investigation. If you do not want 
to report, it is still very important that you seek 
medical attention immediately. You can decide 
later if you want to pursue a criminal case.  

Sexual Assault FAQ14

8

It’s the other person’s 
word against mine. How 
will the police handle this?
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If you are a college student, you may report the 
sexual assault to your campus security department 
so that your college or university can take internal 
action, assist you with accommodations, and 
address any related health and safety concerns. For 
more information, you should contact the college 
or university listed in the Resource Section of these 
FAQs.

The reality of these types of crimes is that they 
do not generally take place in front of witnesses, 
so in most cases, it’s one person’s word against 
another and this is why immediate reporting, 
medical attention and the collection of evidence is 
so important.  If there is a chance that there may 
be DNA on your body or clothing, it is important to 
collect the evidence as quickly as possible.  If there is 
injury, it is important to document the injury.  If you 
were incapacitated at the time of the assault, due to 
the voluntary or involuntary consumption of alcohol 
or other drugs, blood, breath and urine tests will be 

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs for 
the contact information for local hospitals that 
collect evidence in cases of sexual assault.

9
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I am concerned that no 
one will believe me. Can 
I trust that the police will 
treat my report seriously?

The police will always treat your report seriously.  
However, part of the investigation requires the 
police to ask questions that may be uncomfortable. 
The police have to ask these types of questions 
because they can only make an arrest and charge 
the suspect with a crime if they have probable 
cause.  Probable cause exists if a reasonable police 

that a crime has been committed.  The police may 
believe that the incident occurred, but may not 
necessarily conclude that a crime was committed, 
or they may feel that they need more evidence 
before they can charge the suspect. This is why 
evidence collection is so important. You should 
always seek counseling and medical care regardless 
of whether the police charge the suspect. Day One 
advocates can assist you during the information 
gathering process.

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs for 
the contact information for your local and state 
police and for Day One.

10
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after reporting? How do I 
stop the process? 

Will I have to go to court?

After you have made a formal complaint, it will 
depend on the stage of the process as to whether 
it can be stopped. If a criminal complaint has been 

the case will go forward by taking into account your 
interest, as well as the interest and safety of the 
public at large.  

If a complaint has been made and the State elects 
to charge the suspect with a crime, it is likely 
that you will have to appear in court on several 

be required within two weeks of the arrest of 
the suspect.  If an arrest is not made and further 
investigation is required by the State, you may be 
required to appear before an investigative body 
known as a Grand Jury.  This does not mean that 

Day One can provide an advocate to attend all court 
appearances with you and support you throughout 
the entire legal process. 

If you are a college student, your college or 

11
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How long does the police/
court procedure take?

case will likely take at least eighteen months to two 
years to be resolved from the date the assault is 
reported.  However, the fact that the case may take 
a while to be resolved should not dissuade you from 

and law enforcement advocates that will help 
you navigate this process and keep you updated 
throughout.

 Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs for 
contact information for Day One and for your local 
and state police.

13

university may be able to provide you with an 

additional support. 

If you are 60 years of age or older, the Division 

provide transportation. If the victim is unable to 
attend Court, a video conference will be requested. 

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs for 
contact information for Rhode Island colleges and 
universities, Day One, and for the organizations 
and agencies referenced above.
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Will the police speak with 
the suspect?
If a complaint is made, the police will likely 
attempt to speak with the suspect. However, the 
suspect may request an attorney and refuse to 
speak with the police. 14

What is a restraining 
order?  Can I get one?
A restraining order is a court order which prohibits 
a party from contacting or interfering with another 
party.  Anyone can obtain a restraining order 
provided that they meet the criteria set forth by 
the court.  Day One can assist you with questions 
about obtaining a restraining order.  Additionally, 
you may contact the Superior Court, District Court 
or Family Court located in the area where you 
live.  The court you should contact depends on the 
nature of your relationship with the suspect.  

If you are a college student, your college or 
university campus law enforcement may be able 
to assist you with obtaining a restraining order, 
a protective order or a no contact order for your 
campus.  15
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If you are 60 years of age or older, you may 
receive assistance from the Division of Elderly 

a restraining order. DEA Protective Services can 
meet the victim at Court, but does not provide 
transportation. 

restraining orders. 

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs 
for contact information for Rhode Island Courts, 
Day One, colleges and universities and the other 
organizations and agencies referenced above. 
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What is a victim 
advocate? How do I 
find one?
Victim advocates are professionals trained to 

information, emotional support, and help with 

Sometimes advocates go to court with victims. 
Advocates may also contact organizations, such as 
criminal justice or social service agencies, to get 
additional help or information for victims.  The 
advocate provides information on victimization, 
legal rights and protections, and the criminal 
justice process. The advocate also provides 
emotional support for victims, helps victims with 
safety planning, victim compensation applications 

the Day One Helpline at 800-494-8100 or by 
calling 401-421-4100. Additionally, most police 
departments have a designated law enforcement 
advocate available at the police station and the 
police can also assist you with obtaining a Day One 
advocate.  Additionally, if you go to the hospital, 
the hospital can assist you with obtaining an 
advocate. 

16

23Rhode Island Statewide Task Force To Address Adult Sexual Assault

If you are a college student, your college or 
university may have a victim advocate on 
campus.  

If you are 60 years of age or older, the Division 

assistance. 

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs for 
contact information for Day One, Rhode Island 
college and universities, as well as the other 
organizations and agencies referenced above. 
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Will the advocate be able 
to stay with me if I am 
interviewed by police?  

What will happen if I go 
to the hospital?  Will the 
hospital notify the police?

Yes. Your advocate is permitted to be present 
during police interviews. 

For most adult victims of sexual assault, the 
hospital will not notify the police unless requested 
by the patient. The cases that must be reported are 
limited. For example, reports of child molestation, 
elder abuse and abuse of persons with disabilities 

case that involves a gun shot wound, bullet wound 
or powder burn, or other injury associated with 

that a weapon, such as knives, razors, pepper spray, 
tazers, etc. is used in the assault, the hospital may 
also have to notify police. 

16
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For evidence collection purposes, it is recommended, 
but not required, to notify the police in all cases of 
sexual assault. If the patient is 60 years of age or older, 
the assault must be reported to the Department of 

Services Unit (DEA).  When a report is made to the 
DEA, the DEA’s Protective Services Unit will work with 
local law enforcement, the victim’s advocate, and the 
victim to arrange for the medical and support services 
the victim needs. If the person is disabled, reports are 
made to the Director of the Department of Health or the 
Director of the Department of Behavioral Healthcare, 
Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals.

When you go to the hospital, you will be seen by a 
medical provider who will ask you questions about 

opportunity to have an evidence collection exam 

transmitted diseases, HIV and pregnancy. Which 
services you receive is completely up to you. You can 
complete as much or as little of the evidence collection 
exam as you choose. The medical providers will advise 
you of your options, but you will make the decisions. You 

advocate, you can request that the hospital contact one 
for you.
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What hospital should I 
go to?
Any hospital emergency room is able to care for the 
immediate needs of all victims of sexual assault, 
including women, men and transgender individuals. 
Whenever possible, you should try to go to a hospital 
with a SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) 
Program. SANE Programs have specially trained 
nurses who can examine you and collect evidence. In 
Rhode Island, Women & Infants Hospital and Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital have SANE Programs. Other RI 

available to them.  Please contact the Rhode Island 

After your hospital visit, it will be important for you to 
arrange for follow-up treatment. You may be referred 
to a physician who specializes in treating patients who 
are victims of sexual assault. If you are not referred to 
a physician, it is important for you to ask the medical 
provider at the hospital what type of follow-up 
treatment you should receive.

If you are a college student, some of the medical 
follow-up may be done at your college or university 
health center.  

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs for 
contact information for Rhode Island hospitals, college 
and university health centers, Day One, as well as the 
other organizations and agencies referenced above. 

hospitals listed in the Resource Section of these FAQs 
for more information about the types of services they 

18

What is a sexual assault 
nurse examiner (SANE)? 
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE) 
are registered nurses who have completed 
specialized education and clinical preparation 
in the medical forensic care of patients who 
have experienced sexual assault or abuse. 
SANE nurses provide timely, compassionate, 
patient-centered care that is both supportive 
and reduces further trauma to the patient. SANE 
nurses also provide standardized care to the 
patient who reports a sexual assault, including 
thorough assessment, evidence collection, and 
coordinated care with a patient advocate, and 
other specialties as needed. SANE nurses work 
together with the legal system to ensure the 

case goes through the legal system.

19



QSexual Assault FAQ28

Who will pay for my 
health services? Do I 
need health insurance?  
What if I don’t want my 
parents to find out?
You do not have to provide your health insurance 
information to the hospital and the hospital cannot 
refuse to treat you because you do not give them 
your insurance. However, most hospitals will ask if 
you have insurance and if you decide to provide this 
information, the hospital will bill your insurance 
for your care. If you do not want your insurance 
company to be billed, you should tell the hospital 
that you are “self-pay” and do not want to use your 
insurance.

To cover the cost of your medical expenses, you 
may be entitled to compensation from the Crime 
Victim Compensation Fund. This fund may 
retroactively pay for expenses incurred as a result 

One can help you apply for Victim Compensation 
funds. 

If you are a college student, and you decide not to 
go to the hospital, you still should visit your college 
or university health services center to determine 
what type of services they can provide. 

20
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Does the Crime Victim 
Compensation Fund 
cover other expenses 
besides my first visit to 
the hospital?
Yes, the Crime Victim Compensation Fund 
covers other crime-related expenses, including 
medical, dental and hospital expenses, mental 
health counseling expenses, loss of earnings, and 
relocation expenses, up to $25,000.

police report or a restraining order within 10 days 
of the date on which the sexual assault happened.  

seek a restraining order to have the expenses for 
your evidence collection exam covered. Day One 
can help you apply for Victim  Compensation Fund. 

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs 
for contact information for the Crime Victim 
Compensation Fund and Day One.

21

Please see the Resource Section of these FAQs for 
contact information for Rhode Island hospitals, 
college and university health centers, Crime Victim 
Compensation Fund, Day One as well as the other 
organizations and agencies referenced above. 
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What is a sexual assault 
evidence collection kit?

Does the sexual assault 
evidence collection kit 
cost money?  

A sexual assault evidence collection kit is a kit 
that includes a checklist, materials, instructions, 
envelopes and containers to package specimens 
collected during a sexual assault evidence 
collection exam. 

The sexual assault evidence collection kit is free 
and there is no cost to the victim.  

22
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What is a sexual assault 
evidence collection exam?
An evidence collection exam is an exam that is used 
to document injuries and collect specimens from 
the victim of a sexual assault, which can be used 
as evidence. If you are going to have an evidence 
collection exam, it should be done within 96 hours 
of the sexual assault for adult victims, in order for 

shower or change your clothes; however, it can 
still be completed regardless of whether you have 
showered, bathed, gone to the bathroom, douched, 
changed clothes, and/or brushed your teeth. If you 
arrive at a hospital after 96 hours, you should still 
undergo a medical evaluation, but depending upon 
the circumstances of the assault, some evidence 
may not be able to be collected.  

Even if more than 96 hours has passed, you can still 
bring the clothes you were wearing at the time of 
the assault to the hospital or police station.  When 
transporting your clothes for evidence collection, it 
is important that you do not put them in a plastic 
bag.  Rather, transport the clothes in a paper bag.

24



QAre evidence collection 
exams only completed 
for rapes? 

Why would I agree 
to have an evidence 
collection exam? 

No, evidence collection exams are done any time 
you want to collect evidence for a sexual assault, 
which includes unwanted sexual contact.

The decision to have an evidence collection exam 

that it preserves evidence. It helps to identify the 
suspect, substantiate the assault, and establish the 
use of threat or force.  Consenting to have the exam 

report or press charges.  

Police involvement is not required for an exam to 
be performed. The R.I. Department of Health stores 
the evidence so it will be available should you ever 
choose to pursue criminal charges against the 
suspect. 

25
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What happens 
during the evidence 
collection exam?
An evidence collection exam is performed by a 
medical provider with training and experience. If 
you decide to have the evidence collection exam, 
you will be in control over what is collected. In 
its entirety, the exam can take over an hour to 
complete, but you will be in the hospital for several 
hours. You will be asked for a narrative explanation 
of the sexual assault and this will be documented. 
Any injuries you may have sustained will be 
documented and pictures may be taken if you 
agree. Samples may be collected from your body, 

Clothing and underwear may be collected as part 
of the evidence. A blood, breath, and urine test for 
alcohol or other drugs can also be collected. 

27
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Do the police require a 
sexual assault evidence 
collection exam? Can I 
just get examined for 
medical problems?
The police cannot require a sexual assault evidence 
collection exam, but they may not feel that they 
have enough evidence to charge the suspect 
without it.  If more than 96 hours have passed since 
the sexual assault, the hospital may not be able 
to collect the evidence from your body. However, 
you should still receive medical care and can also 
provide your clothing as evidence, regardless of 
whether you complete an evidence collection 
exam.  Your health and wellbeing is what is most 
important and early medical intervention may 
prevent pregnancy and treat or prevent sexually 
transmitted diseases, including HIV.

28
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Can I get medication 
to prevent pregnancy 
without being examined? 

Can I get tested for alcohol 
or other drugs without 
doing a sexual assault 
evidence collection exam?

Yes. This medication is called Emergency 
Contraception, and one well-known brand name is 
Plan B. It can be taken up to 5 days after the sexual 
assault. In Rhode Island, it is available for purchase 
at any pharmacy without a prescription. It costs 
about $40.  You can also get this medication from 
a doctor without being examined, and you can get 
it from Planned Parenthood. If you are a college 
student, it may be available at your college or 
university health center. 

Yes, but this testing must be done as soon as 

29
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I am underage and was 
drinking and/or doing 
drugs when I was sexually 
assaulted. Will I be charged? 

NO. The police are not interested in prosecution for 
drugs or drinking. However, the victim’s voluntary 
use of drugs and alcohol may be relevant to the 
prosecution of a criminal case and the victim may 
be questioned about the use of drugs and alcohol 

victim’s memory and ability to perceive the events 
going on at the time of the assault. Alcohol or drug 
use may also be relevant to whether the victim was 
physically helpless and could not consent.

If you are a college student, your college or 
university will likely have some type of “amnesty 
policy” or procedure that says that you will not 
get in trouble for underage drinking or drug use 
at the time of your sexual assault. College and 
university policies typically state that if a person is 
incapacitated, that person cannot consent to sexual 
activity. You should consult with your college or 
university for more information about policies, 

For more information, you should contact the 
college or university listed in the Resource Section 
of these FAQs.

31
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I live with the person who 
sexually assaulted me. Is there a 
safe place for me to stay? 

If I am an undocumented 
immigrant and I go to the hospital 
or report a sexual assault to 
police, what will happen to me? 
Will I be deported? 

There are many resources available to you in this 
situation. There are emergency domestic violence 
shelters across the state.  You can call Day One, 

The hospital and the police are concerned with 
making sure that you get the medical care that you 
need. Being undocumented in Rhode Island does 
not trigger a mechanism for deportation. If you 
are undocumented and are the victim of sexual 
assault, there may be protections under the federal 
Violence Against Women Act that can help you stay 
in the country safely.  The Sojourner House can 
answer any questions you have and can also help 
you locate other resources as needed.  

32

33

Sexual Assault FAQ



38 39Rhode Island Statewide Task Force To Address Adult Sexual Assault

Rhode Island has various community resources 
that are dedicated to supporting victims of sexual 
assault and helping them heal. The resources and 
agencies are listed here. 

A law enforcement advocate is an advocate to help victims of sexual 
assault navigate through the criminal justice process. They explain the 
victims’ rights, provide assistance throughout criminal proceedings, assist 
in developing safety plans, and accompany victims to police interviews, 
court proceedings, and hospital visits. There are Law Enforcement 
Advocates throughout the state of Rhode Island including:

Barrington/Bristol/Tiverton/Warren: (401) 289-2022 ext. 104

 (401) 766-3628

Coventry/West Greenwich/East Greenwich:  (401) 826-8915

Cranston:  (401) 477-5040   

East Providence: (401) 255-3670

Pawtucket: (401) 727-9100 ext. 783

Warwick: (401) 468-4372

Providence:  (401) 243-6344, 401-243-6338 (bilingual Spanish) (401) 241-

2166 (cell phone)

Narragansett:  (401) 294-3316

RI State Police: (401) 331-1350 ext. 3200

Resource Section

Law Enforcement Advocates

R E

S O

U R

C
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Butler Hospital
Rhode Island Area: (401) 455-6200
Providence: (401) 455-6214 
www.butler.org 

abuse hospital for children, adolescents, adults, and seniors.

East Bay Community Action Program 
Newport: (401) 847-7821
Riverside: (401) 437-1000
www.EBCAP.org
East Bay Community Action Program provides services that include: 
Head Start Services and Early Head Start; family health, behavioral 
health, family development case management services including 
social service information and more.

East Bay Mental Health Center

www.EastBay.org
East Bay Mental Health Center provides a wide array of health and 
human services in Barrington, Bristol, East Providence, and Warren, 
R.I.

Gateway Healthcare

www.GatewayHealth.org

organization that provides a wide array of services to adults, children 
and families in Rhode Island

Counseling Services

Department of the Attorney General Victim Services Team 
Providence County: (401) 274-4400 
Kent County: (401) 822-2710 
Washington and Newport Counties: (401) 782-4150 
The Victim Services Unit provides an array of services, including 
advocates, to felony crime victims and their families and informs 
victims of their rights as guaranteed under the Rhode Island 
Constitution and the Victim’s Bill of Rights. 

Rhode Island Department of Health 
Phone: (401) 222-3855 
The R.I. Department of Health is the location of Board of Medical 
Licensure and Discipline, where victims can report sexual assaults 
committed by physicians. 

Crime Victim Compensation Fund
Phone: (401) 462-7653 

Other Resources

Newport Mental Health
Middletown, Jamestown, Little Compton, Newport, Portsmouth, and 
Tiverton 
24-hr Crisis Number: (401) 846-1213
www.NCCMHC.org
Newport County Community Mental Health Center provides trauma 
informed evidence-based services to children, adolescents, families, 
and adults.

Day One of RI
Rhode Island Area: (401) 421-4100 
HelpLine (24-hr emergency line): 1-800-494-8100 
www.dayoneri.org

assault, providing treatment, intervention, education, advocacy, and 
prevention services to Rhode Islanders of all ages.



Sexual Assault FAQ42 43Rhode Island Statewide Task Force To Address Adult Sexual Assault

expenses as medical bills, loss of earnings and funeral expenses, up 
to $25,000.

South Shore Mental Health 
Charlestown, Exeter, Hopkinton, Narragansett, North Kingstown, 

www.ssmh.org 
South Shore Mental Health provides services for children, teens and 
adults experiencing serious emotional problems, behavioral issues, 
developmental disabilities and substance abuse. 

Department of Children, Youth & Families 
Phone: 1-800-RICHILD 
Department of Children, Youth & Families partners with families 
and communities to raise healthy children and youth in a caring 
environment. 

Kent County: (401)822-6680 
Newport County: (401)846-5263 
South County: (401)782-4174 
Providence County: (401)-458-3372 

disability services as needed.

Victim Advocate: (401) 462-5203 

RI VINE: 1-877-744-8463 

Institution with the help of the Crime Victim Advocate/VINE (Victim 

Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities 
and Hospitals (BHDDH) 
Eleanor Slater Hospital, Cranston Campus/ Regan Building: (401) 
462-3085
Eleanor Slater Hospital Zambarano Unit: (401) 567-5400 
BHDDH is committed to assuring access to quality services and 

supports for Rhode Islanders with developmental disabilities, 
mental health and substance abuse issues, and chronic long term 
medical and psychiatric conditions. 

Military 
Safe HelpLine: (877) 955-5247 

Helpline provides live, one-on-one support and information. The 

24/7. You can text your zip code or installation/base & Safe Helpline 
will text back contact information for the SARC on your installation/

Rhode Island Department of Human Services, Division of Elderly 
 

Phone: (401) 462-3000 
Protective Services: (401) 462-0555 
The DEA Protective Services Unit is responsible for investigating 
complaints of elderly abuse of Rhode Islanders 60 and older.

Sojourner House
Phone: (401) 861-6191
Helpline: (401) 765-3232
http://www.sojournerri.org
Sojourner House serves victims of relationship violence by providing 
shelter, advocacy, referrals and other resources.

Fatima Hospital 
 (401) 456-3000
200 High Service Avenue
North Providence, RI 02904

Hasbro Children’s Hospital 
(401) 444-4000
593 Eddy Street
Providence, RI 02903

Hospitals
Kent County Memorial Hospital  
(401) 737-7000
455 Toll Gate Road
Warwick, RI  02886

Landmark Medical Center  
(401) 769-4100
115 Cass Avenue
Woonsocket, RI  02895
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Landmark (Fogarty Unit)  
(401) 769-2200
Eddy Dowling Highway

Miriam Hospital 
(401) 793-2500
164 Summit Avenue
Providence, RI 02906

Newport Hospital  
(401) 846-6400
11 Friendship Street
Newport, RI  02840

Pawtucket Memorial Hospital 
(401) 729-2000
111 Brewster Street
Pawtucket, RI  02879

Rhode Island Hospital  
(401) 444-4000
593 Eddy Street
Providence, RI  02905

Roger Williams Medical Center  
(401) 456-2000
825 Chalkstone Avenue
Providence, RI 02908

St. Joseph’s Hospital  
(401) 456-3000
21 Peace Street
Providence, RI 02907

South County Hospital 
 (401) 782-8000
100 Kenyon Avenue

Westerly Hospita l  
(401) 596-6000
25 Wells Street
Westerly, RI

Women & Infants Hospital  
(401) 274-1100
101 Dudley Street
Providence,RI0295 

Rhode Island Police Departments; 
Uniform Crime Reporting

Barrington Police Department

100 Federal Road,
Barrington, RI 02806

Bristol Police Department

395 Metacom Ave., 
Bristol, RI 02809

Burrillville Police Department

231 Box, 
Harrisville, RI 02830

Central Falls Police Department

160 Illinois Street, 
Central Falls, RI 02863

Charlestown Police Department

 4901 Old Post Road,
 Charlestown, RI 02813

Coventry Police Department

1075 Main Street, 
Coventry, RI 02816

Cranston Police Department

 Cranston, RI 02920

Cumberland Police Department

1380 Diamond Hill Road,
 Cumberland, RI 02864

East Greenwich Police Department

176 First Avenue, 
East Greenwich, RI 02818

East Providence Police Department

 750 Waterman Avenue, 
East Providence, RI 02914

Foster Police Department

82 Howard Hill Road, 
Foster, RI 02825

Glocester Police Department

162 Woodville Road, 
Hopkinton, RI 02833

Hopkinton Police Department

406 Woodville Road,
 Hopkinton, RI 02833

Jamestown Police Department

250 Conanicus Avenue, 
Jamestown, RI 02835

Johnston Police Department

1651 Atwood Avenue, 
Johnston, RI 02919

Lincoln Police Department

1000 Old River Road,
 Lincoln, RI 02865
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Little Compton Police Department

60 Simmons Road, 
Little Compton, RI 02837

Middle Town Police Department

123 Valley Road, 
Middletown, RI 02842

Narragansett Police Department

40 Caswell Street, 
Narragansett, RI 02882

New Shoreham Police Department

Beach Avenue Box 307, 
Block Island, RI 02807

Newport Police Department 

120 Broadway, 
Newport, RI 02840

North Kingstown Police Department

8166 Post Road,
 North Kingstown, RI 02852

North Provident Police Department

1967 Mineral Spring Ave, 
North Providence, RI 02904

Department

Pawtucket Police Department

121 Roosevelt Avenue, 
Pawtucket, RI 02860

Portsmouth Police Department

2270 East Main Road, 
Portsmouth, RI 02871

Providence Police Department

325 Washington Street, 
Providence, RI 02903

Richmond Police Department

1168 Main Street, 
Wyoming, RI 02898 

Scituate Police Department

116 Main Street, 
Hope, RI 02831

215 Pleasant View Avenue, 

South Kingstown Police Department

1790 Kingstown Road, 

State Police Headquarters

311 Danielson Pike, 
North Scituate, RI 02857

Tiverton Police Department

20 Industrial Way, 
Tiverton, RI 02878

Warren Police Department

1 Joyce Street, 
Warren, RI 02885

Warwick Police Department

99 Veterans Memorial Drive, 
Warwick, RI 02886

West Greenwich Police Department

280 Victory HWY, 
West Greenwich, RI 02817

West Warwick Police Department

1162 Main Street, 
West Warwick, RI 02893

Westerly Police Department

60 Airport Road, 
Westerly, RI 02891

Woonsocket Police Department

242 Clinton Street, 
Woonsocket, RI 02895

American Indian Tribe Police 
Departments;
Uniform Crime Reporting

Narragansett Police Department  
(401) 789-1091;
40 Caswell St.
 Narragansett, RI 02882 

College Police Departments; 
Uniform Crime Reporting

Brown University Police 
Department
Emergency (401) 863-4111
Non-Emergency (401)863-3322

University of Rhode Island Police 
Department
Emergency (401)874-2121
Non-Emergency (401)874-4190
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Colleges & Universities

Brown University 
97 Waterman St. 
Providence, RI 02912 
(401) 863-1000 
www.Brown.edu

Bryant University 
1150 Douglas Pike 

(401) 232-6000 
www.Bryant.edu

Community College of Rhode Island: Knight Campus 
400 East Avenue
Warwick, RI 02886 
(401) 825-1000
www.ccri.edu

Community College of Rhode Island: Flanagan Campus 
1762 Louisquisset Pike 
Lincoln, RI 02865 
(401) 333-7000 
www.ccri.edu

Community College of Rhode Island: Liston Campus
One Hilton St. 
Providence, RI 02905
(401) 455-6000 
www.ccri.edu

Community College of Rhode Island: Newport Campus
One John H. Chafee Blvd. 
Newport, RI 02840 
(401) 851-1600 
www.ccri.edu

Johnson & Wales University 
8 Abbott Park Place 
Providence, RI 02903 
(401) 598-1000 
www.jwu.edu

New England Institute of Technology 
1 New England Tech Boulevard
East Greenwich, RI 02818 
(401) 467-7744 
www.neit.edu

Providence College 
1 Cunningham Square
Providence, RI 02918 
(401) 865-1000 
www.providence.edu

Rhode Island College 
600 Mt Pleasant Ave
Providence, RI 02908 
(401) 456-8000 
www.ric.edu

Rhode Island School of Design 
2 College St. 
Providence, RI 02903 
(401) 454-6100 
www.risd.edu

Roger Williams University 
1 Old Ferry Road 
Bristol, RI 02809 
(401)253-1040 
www.rwu.edu

Salve Regina University 
100 Ochre Point Avenue
Newport, RI 02840 
(401)341-2908 
www.salve.edu

University of Rhode Island 
45 Upper College Rd. 
Kingston, RI 02881 
(401) 874-1000
www.uri.edu
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National Resources

Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network 
Hotline: (800) 656-HOPE 
www.rainn.org 
The Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network is the nation’s 
largest anti-sexual assault organization. RAINN operates the 

services; educates the public about sexual assault; and leads 

to victims. 

National Sexual Violence Resource Center (NSVRC)
Phone: (877) 739-3895 
www.nsvrc.org 
The NSVRC’s Mission is to provide leadership in preventing and 
responding to sexual violence through collaboration, sharing, 
creating resources and promoting research. 

National Center for Victims of Crime 
Phone: (800) FYI CALL 
https://victimsofcrime.org 
Through collaboration with local, state and federal partners, 
the National Center advocates for stronger rights, protections 
and services for crime victims. It also provides education, 
training, and evaluation and serves as a trusted source of current 
information on victims’ issues. 

Phone: (800) 851-3420 
www.ovc.gov 
OVC is committed to enhancing the Nation’s capacity to assist 
crime victims and to providing leadership in changing attitudes, 
policies and practices to promote justice and healing for all 
victims of crime. 

GLTQ National Hotline 
Hotline: (888) 843-4564 
www.glbthotline.org 
The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender (GLBT) National Hotline 
provides private phone and email peer support, as well as factual 
information and local resources for cities and towns across the 
United States. 

Phone: (800) 879-6682 
http://www.trynova.org 
NOVA’s mission is to champion dignity and compassion for those 
harmed by crime and crisis. 
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